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Why Are We Here?



1. Plan Ahead & Start Early
2. Study Abroad Fair
3. Study Abroad Table
4. Campus Wide Email
5.  Organize a Faculty 

Development

10 Steps Guaranteed to 
 Increase study abroad participation

6.  Scholarships, Fundraising,  
Go Fund Me Pages

7.  Study Abroad Courses that 
Students Need

8. Marketing/Social Media
9. Regular Informational Meetings
0.  Affordable Programs/City Stay/

Recurring Programs
1





1.  Plan Ahead  
& Start Early

•  Select your programs for the 
following year during the spring 
semester of the current academic 
year. This will allow faculty adequate 
time for program approval, creating 
coursework, risk management and 
program promotion. 

•  Additionally, this allows students 
sufficient time to save money for their 
study abroad experience.



2. Study Abroad Fair

•  Spring Semester and Fall Semester Fairs

•  Invite International Students to 
Participate

•  Facilitate Material Sharing (Videos, 
Pictures, Exhibition & Testimonials of 
Experiences)

•  Arrange for the local post office to visit 
and register students for passports 



3. Study Abroad Table

•  Informational study abroad tables in 
student common areas will increase 
awareness of programs. 

•  The table can have handouts, trip 
details and directions on where to 
receive more information on the global 
opportunities being offered. 



4. Campus Wide Email

Fall Semester
Spring Semester



5.  Organize a faculty 
Development

•  The faculty development is for 
professors who are interested in 
learning more about Faculty-led 
study abroad trips and the process of 
organizing them. 

•  This helps to provide diversity with 
destinations and educational focuses.

•  Additionally, this increases participation 
among the faculty, ensuring there are 
plenty of programs being offered.



6.  Scholarships  
& Fundraising

•  Annual "study abroad scholarship" for 
deserving students (when possible). 

•  Internal Fundraising & Creativity (France 
Trip and Crêpes, Art Trips: Drawing and 
Commissions, Painting & Window Art).   

•  Schools can use a fundraising services 
similar to: 
www.fundmytravel.com 
www.gofundme.com 
www.gogetfunding.com 



7.  Study Abroad 
Courses That 
Students Need

•  Increase participation by 
selecting courses that students 
must take 

• General Education Courses 



8.  Marketing 
& Social Media

•  Eye catching posters around campus (use 
television monitors if possible)

•  Study abroad page on your college’s official 
website

•  Use social media to promote, share 
information about the trip and useful articles 
about education abroad  

•  Articles in the campus newspaper

•  Banners in entrances of campus parking lots 

•  Promote the trip in the local community and 
recruit new students 



9.  Regular 
Informational 
Meetings

•  Hold meetings throughout the 
semester to build excitement 
for the trips. 

•  Cover basic study abroad trip 
information and include a 
Q&A session. 

•  The meetings can be offered 
as webinars, so interested 
students can attend without 
actually having to be on 
campus.



10.  Affordable 
Programs

•  Offer programs that are financially within 
reach for a larger percentage of the 
students

•  Make sure to choose providers that use 
local resources (guides, locally owned places 
of accommodation, public transportation, 
etc) to ensure affordability and authenticity

•  Recurring Programs 

•  For the most affordable programs choose  
City Stay Programs.



City Stay Programs: 
More Affordable 
& Flexible
•  Build a deeper relationship with the city and 

explore all it has to offer 

•  Programs made affordable due to reduced 
transportation costs and extended stay 
discounts at places of accommodation 

•  Shorter programs are within reach of more 
students, especially those who have full time 
jobs and/or parental responsibilities 



How to Find the Best Quality 
For the Best Price?
Step 1:  Proper search engines 

(HW, HB, BOOKING, 
TRIPADVISOR)

Step 2:  Compare reviews, 
ratings & prices

Step 3: Rooming breakdown

Step 4:  Visit location in 
person*

Step 5:  Best Airfare Deals 
& Travel Days 
(Skyscanner, Kiwi, 
StudentUniverse, 
Direct with Airlines)

Step 6:  Local Guides &  
Experts = Authenticity 
& Affordability

Let's Give it A Go!

http://www.hostelworld.com


What Are Your Biggest Concerns When It 
Comes to Taking Students & Faculty Abroad?



5 Steps to Increase Safety &  
reduce Risk While Abroad
Step 1:  Travel Advisories from the Department of State  

and CDC (Center for Disease Control and Prevention)

Step 2: Top Quality Traveler's Insurance

Step 3: In-depth Pre-trip Orientation Webinar

Step 4:  In-depth On-ground Briefing, Rules of the Road,  
Live On-ground Updates

Step 5:  Emergency Response Guidelines for Faculty-led  
Study Abroad Programs



Step 1:  Travel Advisories from the 
Department of State



Step 2:  
Top Quality 
Traveler's 
Insurance



Step 3:  In-depth Pre-trip  
Orientation Webinar



Step 4: In-depth  
On-ground Briefing, 
Rules of the Road, 
Live ON-ground 
Updates
(Whatsapp Group,  
Facebook Group, Local Sims)



Step 5:  Emergency Response 
Guidelines for Faculty-led 
Study Abroad Programs

Three rules for handling an emergency abroad:

1. Take control of the situation
2. Get to the scene as soon as possible
3. Document the events, details, and actions taken



Satisfying Course Contact Hours

How do we achieve 48 contact hours for a study abroad trip?

• Pre-trip Meetings & Classes
• Field Experience & Experiential Learning
• Post Trip Meetings & Classes
• Online Courses in Conjunction with the Trip



So Again, Why Are We Here?



Authentic = Affordable



Be Sustainable What does being sustainable mean?

Peru Textile Project



Cahuita Environmental 
& Educational Projects
• National Park Project

•  Cahuita Primary School  
& Guide Training

•  Sustaining a Town Through  
Eco-Tourism & Education

• Caribbean Bio Station



How to Succeed with Service Learning
•  Identify you passions and what causes are most 

important to you

•  Does your cause fit with your overall  
institution's goals?

•  Research various organizations and projects 
that operate in those fields

•  If possible, visit the project prior to the  
group's visit

•  Reach out to local colleges and universities 
in the locations you're visiting, open 
communication and brainstorm additional ways 
to get involved

•  Connect within the local community. Do they 
want outside help? What do they really need? 
How can you help?

•  Build your service learning project alongside 
the local community

•  Clear and concise plan, objectives  
and purpose

• Complete the projects

•  Reviews and feedback from local 
communities: listen, adjust, modify, plan, 
improve, and continue




