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The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, is the U.S. government’s flagship international 

exchange program and is supported by the people of the United States and partner 
countries around the world.  For more information, visit fulbright.state.gov.  

The Fulbright Scholar Program is administered by CIES. CIES is a division of the 
Institute of International Education.  



Presentation Overview 

• How to apply for Fulbright Scholar grants 

• Basics of applying 

• Introduction of the Program 

• How to access the application 

• Dates and durations of upcoming trips 

• Preparing for the trip 

• The schedule of activities and what you will learn 

• The outcome of the experience and its impact on your institution 



Senator J. William Fulbright (1905-1995) 

“International education exchange is the 
most significant current project designed 
to continue the process of humanizing 
mankind to the point, we would hope, that 
nations can learn to live in peace.” 

• Established in 1946 
 

• Sends U.S. academics and 
professionals overseas and 
brings scholars and 
professionals from abroad 
to the U.S. 
 

• Sponsored by U.S. 
Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs 
 

• Administered by the 
Institute of International 
Education’s Council for 
International Exchange of 
Scholars (CIES) 

Fulbright Scholar Program 



Timeline for trips 

• France  and Germany February 1, 2013 | Application Deadline 
April 2013 | Candidates Notified of Recommended Status  
May 2013 | Finalists Notified  
October 2013 | France & Germany IEA Seminars (2)  

 
• Japan  and Korea November 1, 2012 | Application Deadline  

Jan. 2013 | Candidates Notified of Recommended Status  
February 2013 | Finalists Notified 
June 2013 | Japan and Korea Seminars (2)  



How to Apply for this Fulbright Program 
 

• Go to CIES Web site www.iie.org/cies 

• Online Catalog of Awards and application 

• Program overview, Guidelines, Frequently Asked 
Questions and Tips for Applying 

• Web site for updated award information 

• CIES Fulbright Webinars (www.cies.org/webinar) 

• Monthly electronic publication The Fulbright Scholar 
Blog  (http://fulbrightscholarblog.cies.org/) 

 
 

http://catalog.cies.org/


Finding the Application and further information online 





The Fulbright Website 



 



Above Ground Point of Entry 

FULBRIGHT INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATORS PROGRAM 

 
• The International Education Administrators (IEA) program helps 

international education professionals and higher education officials 
from the United States create empowering connections with the 
societal, cultural and higher education systems of other countries.  

 



Who is Eligible? 

ELIGIBILITY HIGHLIGHTS:  Applicants must meet all of the following 
 
• U.S. citizenship at the time of application. Permanent resident status is not 

sufficient. 
• (A Ph.D. is not required for these awards) 
• Foreign language proficiency not required.  
• Sound physical and mental health 
• Limits apply to previous Fulbright Scholar grantees 

 
 

http://www.cies.org/message1.htm


Components of the Online Application  

• Application Form 
• Project Statement 
• Curriculum Vitae or Resume 
• References from current supervisors 





Finding the Best Match 
 As you contemplate which Fulbright opportunity interests you, consider: 

• Unique aspects of your International Program 

• Specific tangible assets you have to offer incoming students from the host country 

• Specific reasons why you have an interest in the host country 

• Any special interest or skill you bring to the group 

• Why you believe you are physically and mentally primed for this experience 
• Strong evidence of support from your institution 

 
The Review and Selection Process:  Peer reviewers will examine your application for three things: 

1. Suitability, based on your credentials and experiences.  The review team will seek a balance between those who 
have never traveled and those demonstrating a keen interest in global affairs. 

 

2. The content and caliber of your personal essay.  Be sure to demonstrate how your participation will 
enhance the group experience 

 

3. How you will use the experience. Be specific.   
 

 
 



Worldwide Opportunities 
Four types of Fulbright offerings for 2013 

34% 

34% 

25% 

7% 
Teaching

Teaching/Research

Research

Seminar



What Happens Once I’m accepted?  

• Inform your institution and maximize the honor 
through publicity, research and planning 

• Contact former recipients 

• Bone up on the institutions you will visit 

• Develop a post-trip action plan – what will you do with 
the information? 

• Get fit and mentally ready 



What’s it Like? 

• A typical day’s activities 
• Presentation content 
• Free time in the host country 
• Side trips, family tag-alongs 



Making Contacts Abroad 

• International office on your campus 

• Online U.S. and Visiting Fulbright Scholars Lists – 
searchable by discipline and country 

• International division of your professional 
organization 

• Who is publishing in your field? 

• CIES program officer may be able to help 

• University search Web sites such as Braintrack - 
www.braintrack.com  

http://www.braintrack.com/


Submitting a Competitive Application 

• Match your expertise and your experience to all 
award activities 

• Focus on what you plan to DO--not your biography 
• Get three strong, current reference letters  

• One from your supervisor 
• One from someone not at your institution who 

can speak to your capacity for International Study 
• One from a colleague who can support your work 

once you return home 

• Each part of application relates to the whole and 
supports your candidacy 

 





Project Statement 
• Brief self-introduction to the reviewers, an opportunity to 

provide answers to the questions reviewers may have about you.  
 

• Tell why you are interested in a Fulbright and why in this 
particular place? 
 

• What professional experiences and skills do you offer a host 
institution and host country?  
 

• What do you hope to gain from the experience, i.e., the lasting 
impact on you? 
 

• How adaptable are you?  How well will you deal with challenging 
situations? 
 



Your Takeaway – What You’ll Learn and How to Use It 

• Germany – A revelation: 
• Cultural conflicts 
• Student expectations and the “vacation semester” 
• Credit transferability issues 
• Tuition and housing expenses 
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